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QUARTER  4 

March 2021 

From the Principal 

Dear Ottawa River Families, 

     Spring has finally Sprung! I am so happy 

that the cold winter is almost over! I hope          

everyone had a restful and enjoyable Spring 

Break.  It’s hard to believe that we have begun 

the last marking period of the school year. The 

beginning of a new marking period is the   

perfect time to set goals for the new quarter. 

This is a very busy time of the year and it will 

go by quickly, so please help your child or 

children stay focused on learning for the     

remainder of the school year. Third through 

Eighth grades will continue with their Ohio 

State Tests throughout the month of April and 

will finish with Science in May. Please be sure 

your child has a good breakfast, is well-rested 

and gets to school on time.  If anyone is      

interested in Summer School,  please feel free 

to contact me. 

Tamra Griffin 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH 

Spring Break begins Friday April 2nd. 

Students return from Spring break Monday April 12th. 

All students return for 5 day a week in-person instruction Monday April 
19th. 

Spring Pictures Friday April 23rd. 

Discover TPS Kindergarten  Tuesday April 27th from 5:00-7:00 

4747 290th Street 
Toledo, Ohio 

Phone 419-671-6350 

Attendance 419-671-
6351 

Fax 419-671-6395 

 

Tamra Griffin 
Principal 

tgriffin@tps.org 
 

Eric Urban 
Assistant Principal 

eurban@tps.org 
 

Lesile Wood 
Counselor 

lwood1@tps.org 
 

Tracy Cook 
Secretary 

tcook@tps.org 
 

Vicki Cobb-Boes 
Nurse 

vcobbboe@tps.org 
 



Mask Protocols 

     Just a reminder that masks are to be worn at all times  while in the building, other than when the students 
are eating and drinking at lunch.  Masks should fit under the chin and be worn up over the nose.  If a       
student forgets their mask, we have extra ones at school that will be given to the student  to keep.   

Testing Information 

Spring MAP Testing for K-8th grade Reading and 2nd grade through 8th 
grade Math will be happening between  March 3rd and the 18th. 

OST testing  for English Language Arts will take place between March 22nd 
and April 16th. 

OST testing for Math will take place between March 29th and May 7th. 

Kroger Community Rewards Sign-Up 

 

 

By making the Ottawa River PTO your Community rewards recipient, a percentage of every 
shopping trip you make to Kroger will come back to the school!                                      

   Signing up is simple:                                                                                                                        
1) Sign-in or create an account                                                                                                   
2)  Click on My Account                                                                                                                        
3)  Scroll Down to Community Rewards                                                                                                
4) Click Edit                                                                                                                                  
5) Find our organization (Ottawa River Elementary PTO, Organization Number 80037 

Spring Picture Days 

Picture Day is scheduled for Friday April 23rd.  Students will be permitted to remove their mask right 
before their picture is taken and then will be required to put their mask back on right afterwards.         
Because of how late in the year we’ve had to wait to schedule Picture Day, there will be NO RETAKES 
this year. 



Counselor’s Corner 

 Tests are a fact of life for kids in school. Tests help teachers gauge progress, measure skills, and 
determine grades. They can also be pointers to areas where kids need extra help or are excelling. If 
your child struggles with taking test here are some approaches to studying and test taking that can 
reduce anxiety and improve test performance.  These can be used throughout their entire education.  

 
What Parents can do at home  

1. Make sure that your child does all their homework and reading assignments; this will help make 
sure your child is prepared for the test.  

2. Encourage your child to space out their studying and homework assignments so that they won't be 
forced to cram on the night before the test. 

3. Set a time to study each night, students should study over several evenings and not just the night 
before.  

 4. Give compliments for effort: ‘I’m proud of how hard you’re working. 

 5. Encourage your child to do well but don't pressure him/her. You may stress him/her out. It is im-
portant for your child to stay relaxed for the test.  

6. Provide a quiet, well lighted area with little distractions to help your child study  efficiently. 

 7. Mark down test days on your calendar so you and your child are both aware of testing dates.  

8. Make sure that your child gets enough sleep on the night before the test. Adequate rest makes a 
difference! Make sure your child goes to bed at a reasonable time; being  active earlier in the day 
(not right before bed) can help kids get to sleep. 

9. Make sure that your child eats a healthy breakfast the day of the test.  

Standardized tests have limitations. These tests are not perfect measures of what  individual students can 
or cannot do. They cannot measure everything students learn. Also, your child's scores on a particular 
test may vary from day to day, depending on whether your child guesses, receives clear directions, fol-
lows the  directions carefully, takes the test seriously, doesn’t feel well, and is comfortable in taking the 
test. So Please REMEMBER: these tests do not always assess all of what it is that makes your student 
special and unique.  

Students who must take medication during the school day must have the appropriate authorization form completed by the 

doctor and signed by the parent.  All medications will be dispensed from the  office.  According to Toledo Public School 

Board of Education Policy, an adult must bring the child's medicine to the office and the medication must be in the original 

bottle. We cannot accept medications that are brought in by the child.  Please bring in a month's supply of medication at a 

time.  All medications,  PRESCRIPTION AND OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS (such as aspirin, antacids, cough   

syrup, cough drops etc.), require a doctor's form and can only be dispensed through the  office!!   

VISITORS TO OUR BUILDING 

At this time, due to COVID 19, there are no visitors permitted in the building.  If you need to come in to the office to talk with the 

secretary,  please press the button at the main door and you will be buzzed in. 

 Medications 



ABSENCES 

    Parents of students who are absent from school can  notify the school of the student's absence by leaving a message on the 
Attendance phone 419-671-6351.  This recorder is on 24 hours a day, so parents may call at any time.  Please be sure to call by 
9:30 A.M. on the day of the absence.  If a parent does not call and notify the school of their child’s absence a written note      
explaining the absence or tardy must be signed by the parent or guardian and sent to school when the child returns to school. 
Excused absences are for illness, death in the immediate family, and doctor/dental appointments.  If doctor/dental appointments 
are made during school hours, the child should present a written request for excusal, stating the time of the  appointment to the 
teacher.  Students may be released one-half hour before the appointment.  Excusals for  doctor/dental appointments require writ-
ten excuse from the doctor/dentist. Students who arrive late or are picked-up early, without a written doctor's excuse, are       
considered absent for a portion of the day. As a reminder the state allows a total of 10 unexcused absences a year. Please be sure 
that you use these days sparingly. 

Lunches 

     Due to the current situation, each student will have a designated spot where they sit in the lunchroom.  This is done to  
ensure social distancing and to aid in any contact tracing that may need to occur.  Lunch counts will be taken every morning 
and anyone who orders a lunch, will have it waiting at their spot  when they enter the cafeteria.   

 DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS? 
          If you ever have questions or concerns about what is going on in your child’s classroom please remember to contact their 

teacher directly.  They will BEST know what is going on as they spend the majority of time with your child.  If need be, the 

teacher will direct your questions/concerns to the principal or other necessary personnel.   Please do not use Ottawa River’s    

Facebook page as a place to find answers to your personal questions/concerns.   For the most accurate and up to date info – call 

or email your child’s teacher directly.                                                                                        

Nurse’s Corner 

Springtime Safety 
Now that spring has officially arrived, we are all happy to see the sunshine and to get back outdoors. Children will be going out to 
recess, riding bicycles and enjoying outings at the parks and playgrounds with parents and other caregivers. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), each year in the United States, emergency departments (EDs) treat more than 
200,000 children ages 14 and younger for playground-related injuries. More than 20,000 of these children are treated for a traumat-
ic brain injury (TBI), including concussion. 
As a parent, you play an important role in keeping your child safe on the playground. Download the informational sheet that will 
help you learn how to spot a concussion and protect your child from concussion or other serious brain injury each time you take 
your child on an outdoor play adventure. 

https://www.cdc.gov/headsup/pdfs/parents/HeadsUp_Playground_Safety_FS-a.pdf   

 

Be sure to wear helmets while riding bicycles. When you are skateboarding, be sure to wear helmets and other protective gear to 
cover your elbows and knees.  
Adults, teens and children’s helmets should fit properly and be: 

Well maintained 
Age appropriate 
Worn consistently and correctly 
Appropriately certified for use 

 
So go outdoors, have some fun and enjoy a safe spring!  
 
Nurse Vicki 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/headsup/pdfs/parents/HeadsUp_Playground_Safety_FS-a.pdf


April Birthdays !!! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR APRIL STUDENTS 
OF THE MONTH!!! 

Jordyn Krueger  4/1 

Trenton McGhee  4/2 

Mackenzie King  4/5 

Jaden Monk  4/6 

Elijha Lewis  4/9 

Connor Soto  4/10 

Kayden McKinney  4/12 

Cora Dean  4/13 

Omar Simmons  4/13 

Natalie Martinez  4/15 

Morgan Graham  4/20 

Kennedy Schwab  4/21 

Caleb Brzuchalski  4/22 

Jeremyah Henson  4/24 

Malakye Henson  4/22 

Jonathan Sabino  4/24 

Catherine Duquette  4/27 

Logan Kies  4/28 

Skylee Bushey  4/29 

Brodie Butler  

Mila Brown 

Selena Perez  

Trenton McGhee 

Nikolai Hooten  

Eliana Dusseau 

Saylor Lord  

Leah Scarberry 

Makenna Heighland  

Harper Zapadtka 

Lily Duquette  

Reagan Sullivan 

Cade Stang  

Jordyn Krueger 

Trevor Grandowicz   

Talina Vazquez 

Jared Hooton  

Miranda Provo 

Elijah Estrel  

Brian Krouse 

Jalen Schwab  

Kenny Ulch 

Jason Ellis-Olvera  

Samantha Wurst 

Cahmya Simmons  

Aiden Simpson 

Edward Zaborski  

Morgan Graham 

Vincente Avila  

Austin Provo 

Abbey Eccleston  

Stacie Lemle 

 

 



Arrival Routine  

A note to parents/guardians who will be DRIVING/WALKING their student(s): • Doors open at 8:45 
AM. Breakfast will be provided for home consumption. If you arrive early, please remain in your car. We are 
using multiple entrances this year for student entry, so please use the assigned entries for car  riders as indi-
cated below. For our students’ and staff members’ health and safety, parents may not get out of their vehi-
cles when dropping off or picking up students. • Students will not be permitted to wait in the front lobby be-
fore school or enter the building prior to 8:45.   

Arrival Routine for All Students  
Walkers and Car Riders  

• Masks must be worn by both students and adults during drop-off.  

Times and Locations:  

In order to minimize traffic congestion, drop-off times and locations will be as follows:   

·         Kindergarten, First & Second graders will enter main doors by front office       
·         Pre Kindergartner, Third & Fourth graders will enter the side doors off of 290th. 
(bus doors) 
·         Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth graders will enter the Jr. High doors near the play-
ground 
As students enter the building they will need to have a mask on and will be given hand 
sanitizer. 

• When car riders/walkers enter the building, they will proceed on their designated route directly to 
their classroom. Doing this will help minimize hallway traffic and lead them directly to their home-
room.   

• While the building is not open to visitors (outside of needing to speak to someone in the  office which 
will require a face covering), families are permitted to park in a designated  parking space and walk 
their child to the door as long as all individuals are wearing a mask  and practicing appropriate social 
distancing between families.  

• All individuals who will be dropping off students (ex: babysitters, siblings, grandparents) must be made 
aware of these procedures prior to drop-off.  

• Patience and Kindness: Please remember  that we are an elementary school serving young children. 
Your patience during school arrival is important as we anticipate an increase in car traffic this year.   

Bus Riders:  
• Seating: Each bus will have a mandatory seating char t with assigned seats. Students will be seated 

with siblings whenever possible.  
• Drop-Off Location: Buses will drop off students in designated locations. The bus lane is on 290th 
street. Bus riders will use the side doors no matter what age group.  



Dismissal Routine  

 

 
Students will be dismissed wearing their mask and must keep it on until they are either in their car or have exit-
ed the bus at their final destination. Students should move to their bus or car as quickly and safely as possible, 
following staff directives and maintaining maximum social distance from their peers and staff. 

Walkers and Car Riders  

• Walker Dismissal: Students that will be walking home will be dismissed beginning at 3:00. 

 • Pick-Up Location: If you are here to walk with you child please meet your  child at their  designated lo-
cation. There will be no pickup at the Primary entrance.   

Pk-4 will be released at the side entrance - please pay attention to the posted signs 

5 -8 walkers will be released from the Jr. High doors - please pay attention to the posted signs 

Car Dismissal 
Car dismissal will begin at 3:15. If you are planning to pick your child up, please stay in your car and fol-
low the curve to the marked pick up zone area. Do not park or get out of your car. Please be ready to move 
with the line to prevent backups. The driveway in front of the school is designated for buses only. 
• Family Names: Parents/guardians will be given two papers with your  family name on them. When 
you pick up you must have your family name card displayed when entering the parking lot so student(s) are 
ready when the car line moves.  Parents/guardians wishing to meet a student to walk them to the car, must 
park in a parking space and walk to the waiting area on the sidewalk. Family names/numbers must be dis-
played while waiting.  

Any family needing more than two name/number tags are asked to make their own additional tags by 
writing their name and number clearly on a large piece of paper.  

• Traffic- Traffic backs up quickly as cars ar r ive but begins moving smoothly once we star t loading stu-
dents. Please always be on the lookout for individuals walking in the parking lot, including students, family 
members, and staff. Remember that “you are right when you turn  right”… enter the parking lot by turning 
right and exit the parking lot by turning right. This will ensure smooth traffic flow and safety.  

• Communication: All individuals who will be picking up students (ex: babysitters, siblings, grand-
parents) should be made aware of these procedures prior to picking up students.  • Patience and Kind-
ness: Please be patient as traffic volume may increase this year . Our  goal is to get all students 
home safely and in a timely manner.  

Bus Transportation Guidelines:  
• Students who requested transportation will be placed at a bus stop. Visit the District Map on our website to 

find bus stop times and locations.  
• School buses are confined spaces that require a particular focus on social distancing. 
 • Students will have an assigned seat and bus drivers will keep a seating chart 
 • For the health and safety of our students and bus drivers, we are reducing the number of student riders per 

bus   
• A face mask/face covering must be worn on the bus at all times 
 


